
Summary: What CSA Z94.4-25 Requires 
in Healthcare Settings 

(Based.on.draft.content·.final.text.may.evolve.through.the.CSA.public.review.process) 

���� Universal Respirator Requirement 

• All healthcare workers (HCWs) must wear respirators at all times in healthcare 
facilities and during delivery of healthcare services, except in exempted zones 
determined by documented risk assessment. 

• Applies to:  

o Hospitals and clinics 

o Long-term care 

o Ambulance and emergency services 

o Home care and any setting where healthcare procedures are performed 

���� Minimum Protection Standard 

• The default requirement is a Protection Level 1 (PL1) respirator:  

o Includes filtering facepiece respirators (e.g., N95) or elastomeric half-face 
respirators with appropriate filters. 

• If exposure to a Hazard Level 4 microorganism is likely (e.g., Ebola), a PL4 
respirator is required — such as a powered air-purifying respirator (PAPR) with APF 
1000. 

���� Exemptions and Risk Analysis 

• Respirator use may be waived only where a qualified airborne transmission risk 
assessment finds negligible risk of harm. 

• Exempted zones must be engineered to maintain air contamination below 5 
CFU/m³ — through measures such as:  

o Upper-room UV disinfection 

o Displacement ventilation 

o Exhaust systems or physical layout features 



���� Program and Training Requirements 

Healthcare facilities must: 

• Appoint a Qualified Person to manage the Respiratory Protection Program (RPP) 

• Provide:  

o Training, fit testing, and seal-check instruction 

o A variety of respirator types and sizes for user comfort and fit 

o Free access to respirators at all relevant care areas 

• Encourage reusable respirators and promote environmental responsibility through 
the 3Rs:  

o Reduce?.reuse?.recycle 

���� Surgical Masks 

• Surgical masks are not considered respiratory protection and may not be used 
by HCWs for respiratory hazards. 

• They may be worn by patients as source control in cases where respirators are not 
feasible. 

 


